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It was full STEAM ahead last week at Stratford Road as the second 
grade students in Ms. Diesenberg’s class showcased what they had 
learned about the life cycle of ducks by raising them from the egg to 
their adult form in their rooms. The rest of the school joined in the 
experience by watching the live DuckCam stream through the 
school website.  

Ms. Diesenberg had 
the students write 
all about their learning and experiences 
studying the ducks. They then created 
illustrations which were used as a 
background for filming as they read 
aloud in front of our STEAM green 
screen. Using our iPad program DoInk, 
Ms. Diesenberg made their imaginations 
come to life as she merged their words 
with technology.  

The students worked with the district STEAM teacher, 
Mrs. Lindsey, to add yet another component to their 
learning experience. They designed, researched, and 
constructed their own posters about ducks. They wired 
their pictures up to MaKey MaKeys, electrical 
conductivity boards that work as computer keypads. 
They wrote computer code on Scratch using their 
Chromebooks to program their posters. When 
touched, the posters came alive with the students’ 
voices cascading out to explain their photographs and 
diagrams. The students also built electrical circuits of 
LittleBits to animate the ducks on their posters to 
make them dance. The parents attending this 
culminating event demonstrated pride and were 
thrilled to see the multiple ways our students 
expressed engineering skills of innovation, collaboration, creativity as well as knowledge 
of technology tools.  
 
Through STEAM our students are creating deep “Footprints of Excellence” that will 
serve them well into the future.    
P.S.  The ducks will be released to a LI farm where other children can 
enjoy them in the future.   
 
Be  sure to scan the QR code below to learn more about this 
project.   

One of the 
posters and 
a look into 
the magic 

of its 
technology. 
Scan the QR code with 

your phone camera 
App to see the poster 

  

 


